Dr. Julian A. Ogondo-Odhiambo
Department of Geography and Natural Resource Management
School of Arts and Social Sciences
Maseno University
P.O. Box / Private Bag, Maseno
Email: jaogondo@gmail.com/ jogondo@maseno.ac.ke

13th February, 2026

TO,
The Organizers,
Advanced Nuclear Science and Technology Techniques Workshop (ANSTT6)
NRF-iThemba LABS, Old Faure Road, 
Cape Town, South Africa/Johannesburg

Dear Sir/Madam,

	RE: Recommendation for Sponsorship to the 6th Advanced Nuclear Science and Technology Techniques (ANSTT6) workshop

I am pleased to write this letter in strong support of Mr. Kirsten Wekesa for consideration for research scholarship sponsorship by iThemba LABS. I am his academic supervisor and mentor at Maseno University, and I have worked closely with him in his first year of research training and project development.

Mr. Wekesa is a first-year undergraduate student currently Undertaking a Degree in Climate and Change and Development Studies at Maseno University and he is very focused on developing environmental data-driven tools that translate complex and past climatic and scientific datasets into actionable insights. Despite being at an early stage of his academic career, he has already demonstrated remarkable initiative and technical competence. A notable outcome of his work is the development of an interactive climate dashboard for Kenya’s past climates, reflecting strong analytical ability, originality, and applied research skills.

Mr. Wekesa has shown high levels of discipline, intellectual curiosity, and independence. He approaches research problems critically, integrates feedback effectively, and continuously refines his work to meet rigorous academic standards. These qualities are exceptional for a researcher at his level and indicate strong potential for advanced research training.

I strongly support his application for scholarship sponsorship on the basis of merit, potential, and long-term impact. Financial support from iThemba LABS would be particularly transformative at this stage of his training, enabling him to focus fully on research, access advanced research facilities, and engage with high-level scientific mentorship and collaboration. This exposure would significantly strengthen his research foundation and allow his work to scale beyond the international context in the future. I am confident that investing in his training at this early stage will yield meaningful scientific contributions over time.

I therefore recommend Mr. Kirsten Wekesa for research scholarship.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Julian A. Ogondo-Odhiambo

